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games,1 presumably at Christmas, it would seem that
Aylshams were linen and not woollen, especially as
* lynge tcille de Eylesham ' was famous in the fourteenth
century.2
Very little appears to be ascertainable about the
history of linen-weaving in England. That it was carried
on fairly extensively is evident from casual references.
Thus, in the list of purchases for the king's wardrobe in
1336, as much as 9,693 ells of English linen are entered,
against 237 ells from Paris and 1,125 e^8 from Rennes
(a great centre of the manufacture).3 Similar purchases
a few years earlier show 1,380 ells of English linen and
313 of linen of Paris and of Wilton together.4 From
other entries it is clear that Wilton was in early times
the seat of the finest if not the most prolific manufacture
of linen in this country. As early as 1232 we find the
sheriff of Wiltshire ordered to buy at Wilton 500 ells of
linen to make tablecloths for the royal household for
Christmas, at 3d. or $\d. an ell.5 Twenty years later
1,000 ells of beautiful and delicate linen were ordered
through the same sheriff.6 An extensive purchase of
linen in Herefordshire is mentioned in n8o,7 and at the
opposite side of the country a linen market existed in
Norwich at the end of the reign of Henry III.8 Generally
speaking, no sharp line was drawn between the weaving
of linen and of woollen cloth ; at Bury St. Edmunds in
1477 ordinances were drawn up for the weavers of ' all
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